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Course Description

In the course, we will engage the decades-long debates around what it means to organize politics around identity in the United States, particularly from the lens of marginalized groups. In the age of American politics where the term “identity politics” is often used as a dismissal or derogation of the experiences of marginalized groups, what exactly is identity politics? What do the contemporary anxieties around identity politics tell us about political life? What are the political possibilities that arise from organizing identity-based movements? Does focusing too much on identity politics overshadow concerns around material redistribution? We will trace the notion of identity politics back to its origins in Black queer feminism in the 1970s, and seek to understand its evolutions to today. We will bridge the work of critical theorists with the empirical study of identity-based politics, focusing on those who have sought to negotiate differences across race, gender, and sexuality. 

Learning Objectives

In this course, a successful student will learn to:

· Develop an understanding of identity as politically and socially constructed, and as both shaping and reflecting power struggles
· Understand the origins and evolutions of identity politics in the United States, and critically examine its potential and pitfalls for democratic representation and political change, particularly for marginalized groups
· Be comfortable with and evaluate a range of social science methodologies, including qualitative, quantitative, theoretical, and historical research
· Develop a research question and apply social science tools to analyze it, forming an argument supported by carefully organized evidence 
· Build close reading and critical thinking skills, and an understanding that knowledge is provisional


Required Readings 

The typical reading load will about 100-150 pages per week. Required books have been placed on reserve at the Barnard Course Reserves and acquired by the FLI Partnership Library. All other readings will be made available on CourseWorks.

The following books are not available as e-books on CLIO. If you have any difficulty acquiring these texts, please do not hesitate to come talk to me and I will ensure you have access to a copy for the semester.

· Olúfẹ́mi O. Táíwò (2023), Elite Capture: How the Powerful Took Over Identity Politics (And Everything Else) 
· R.F. Kuang (2023), Yellowface
· Nancy Fraser and Axel Honneth (2004), Redistribution or Recognition?: A Political–Philosophical Exchange

Assignments

Attendance: This course is designed to be participatory and I expect you to attend all class sessions unless you have a valid reason for missing. If you are unable to attend due to illness, emergency, or religious holiday, please inform me via email beforehand. Barring unforeseen circumstances, you should inform me at least 24 hours in advance via email.
 
If there are unforeseen circumstances that require you to miss any more class, please come talk to me so that we can make suitable arrangements together. Habitual lateness will be reflected in your attendance/participation grade.
 
Participation: The success of this colloquium depends on thoughtful and intensive participation from each student. I expect you to come to class having done the readings carefully, ready to ask questions and contribute thoughtfully to our class discussions.
 
Participation is not only about the quantity of contributions (our discussion should be equitably distributed across the class), but about the quality. Quality does not refer to saying the “correct” thing; in fact, there are rarely correct answers in this course, and I encourage you to pose questions, grapple with different ideas, and think out loud. Rather, quality participation means engaging thoughtfully with the course materials.
 
Good participation looks like:
-    Not only being in attendance but being present
-    Participating in seminar discussion: being a good listener, sharing your thoughts, responding to or building off your classmates’ comments, asking questions (including clarifying questions or questions you want to raise to the class for more discussion)
-    Being reflexive of the space you are taking up or not taking up in class. Step back if you feel like you are talking a lot, step in if you have not spoken yet. Generally speaking, you should be participating in each seminar session
-    I don’t care how polished your comments sound, but I care that you are engaging with and thinking about the class materials and/or your classmates’ comments. I welcome and highly encourage you to see participating in class discussion as a way to do your thinking out loud, to test your ideas, and I don’t mind at all if you say, “I’m just thinking out loud…”
 
 As you prepare for class, here are some questions that should guide your critical reading of the texts:
-   What are the core question(s) raised in the text(s)?
-   What is the author’s main argument?
-   What is the author’s method and evidence?
-   Does the evidence support the argument? Why or why not?
-   What assumptions does the author make? Why does this matter?
-   What do you think the author got right?
-   What do you think the author got right? What counterpoint(s) would you make?
-   What connections do you see with other texts or themes in the course? To things going on in the world? Or any other connection you want to make?
-   What further questions does the text raise for you?
Discussion Questions: Prior to each class, please post 2-3 questions or points for discussion on CourseWorks’ Discussions page. These should engage the texts directly and should include specific page citations when relevant. Questions will be graded for completion but I expect them to reflect your thoughtful reading of the text and your interests that you would like to bring to class discussion. You do not need to submit discussion questions when you are leading discussion. Please post your questions to CourseWorks by 8am before class.
 
Leading Discussion: Each student will sign up to lead one class session this semester. To lead discussion, please prepare a 7-8 minute presentation. If there are two presenters assigned to the week, you may decide to make one presentation collaboratively or to divvy up the readings, with each person taking 7-8 minutes. To begin each class, I will provide background on the readings and place it in the context of the course. I will then turn it over to the discussion leader to give their presentation. The presentation’s purpose is to open up and generate discussion. Your presentation can briefly highlight the key points and concepts of the readings. But most of the presentation should focus on analyzing the readings (e.g. highlighting strengths or posing limitations/questions), drawing out themes for the week, and/or connecting the week’s materials to current issues. I encourage you to use visuals such as a slideshow. Feel free to also draw upon your peers’ discussion posts, as a way of amalgamating the interests and curiosities of the class. You should then pose the first question (or pondering) to kick-off discussion. 
 
Final Research Paper: The final project of the course is a 15-20 page research paper. The paper should ask and answer a well-articulated research question about some form of identity politics of your choice, engaging core questions of this class and extending beyond them. We will discuss the research and writing process in greater detail over the course of the semester.
 
-   Topic Proposal (due Week 4): (250-300 words) Your topic proposal should explore a preliminary idea for your final paper. Describe the topic you’d like to research, why you are interested, what you would like to know about it, and two preliminary research sources that have spurred your thinking. It’s okay if your topic evolves or changes as you do more research later in the semester – in fact, that is expected as part of the research process! This proposal is meant to serve as a preliminary articulation and exploration of your interests. Please note that a topic can be more general than a research question – we will work on developing your topic proposal into a defined and specific research question in the following assignment.
 
-   Research Question Draft (due Week 7): (~1,000 words) This assignment moves your project from a topic to a defined research question. This draft should articulate a clear research question and situate the question in existing research, demonstrating how your project contributes to existing debates. This also serves as a draft of the first portion of your final paper. More details to come.
 
-   Paper Presentation (in-class Week 13): Each student will give a presentation about their research paper in class. In your presentation, you should plan to discuss your research question, argument, evidence, and the broader significance of the topic. This will be an opportunity to learn about everyone’s research, as well as to receive some feedback about your own.
 
-   Paper Draft (due end of Week 13, optional): I am happy to read a draft of your final paper and share comments prior to the final deadline. If you would like to receive comments on your draft, you must send it to me no later than the end of week 13. This is optional, but highly encouraged.
 
-   Final Paper (due Finals Week)
 
 
Grading
 
Participation….………..………………...20%
Weekly Discussion Qs……………….…...5%
Discussion Leader Presentation...……….10%
Final Research Paper……………………65%
-   	Topic Proposal: 5%
-   	Research Question Draft: 15%
-   	Presentation: 10%
-   	Final Paper: 35%
 
 
Late Work
 
For each day of lateness, one-third of a letter grade will be deducted.
 
 
Laptops and Electronic Devices

I expect that your use of laptops or other electronic devices is solely limited to classroom activities. I highly encourage you to take notes by hand, as research has shown that is more effective at facilitating learning than typing notes.
 
 
Email Communication and Office Hours

Please do not hesitate to reach out over email if anything comes up. If you email me during the work week (Monday to Friday afternoon), I am committed to responding to your emails within 24 hours.
 
If you cannot make my regularly scheduled office hours, I am more than happy to set up a different time to meet. To schedule, please send me an email with a few dates/times that work for you.
 

A.I. Guidelines
 
Generative AI is becoming a part of our lives (…whether we want it to or not!). My general policy on AI is that you may use it, but not in any way that substitutes your own independent thinking. I trust you to reflect on whether you are cheating yourself out of any learning experience before using AI.
 
If you do choose to use AI, it is your responsibility to critically evaluate output from these tools, including potentially inaccurate, incomplete, or problematic information. You must also cite the program you use and the specific ways you used it. For all paper-related assignments, I will require you to submit a note on AI-usage, detailing if and how you used it, and how it shaped your research process. You may not submit any work generated by an AI program as your own.
 
If at any point you are uncertain about the use of AI in this class, please feel free to contact me. I am always open to discussing.
 

Barnard Honor Code
 
Approved by the student body in 1912 and updated in 2016, the Code states:
 
“We, the students of Barnard College, resolve to uphold the honor of the College by engaging with integrity in all of our academic pursuits. We affirm that academic integrity is the honorable creation and presentation of our own work. We acknowledge that it is our responsibility to seek clarification of proper forms of collaboration and use of academic resources in all assignments or exams. We consider academic integrity to include the proper use and care for all print, electronic, or other academic resources.
We will respect the rights of others to engage in pursuit of learning in order to uphold our commitment to honor. We pledge to do all that is in our power to create a spirit of honesty and honor for its own sake.”
 
 
Wellness Statement
 
It is important for undergraduates to recognize and identify the different pressures, burdens, and stressors you may be facing, whether personal, emotional, physical, financial, mental, or academic. We as a community urge you to make health, sanity, and wellness--your priority throughout this term and your career here. Sleep, exercise, and eating well can all be a part of a healthy regimen to cope with stress. Resources exist to support you in several areas of your life, and we encourage you to make use of them.
 
Should you have any questions about navigating these resources, please visit these sites:
 
Primary Care at Barnard: http://barnard.edu/primarycare
Counseling: https://barnard.edu/about-counseling
Wellness: http://barnard.edu/wellwoman/about

Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS)
 
If you believe you may encounter barriers to the academic environment due to a documented disability or emerging health challenges, please feel free to contact me and/or the Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS). Any student with approved academic accommodations is encouraged to contact me during office hours or via email. If you have questions regarding registering a disability or receiving accommodations for the semester, please contact CARDS at (212) 854-4634, cards@barnard.edu, or learn more at barnard.edu/disabilityservices. CARDS is located in 101 Altschul Hall.


Affordable Access to Course Texts and Materials
 
All students deserve to be able to study and make use of course texts and materials regardless of cost. Barnard librarians have partnered with students, faculty, and staff to find ways to increase student access to textbooks. By the first day of advance registration for each term, faculty will have provided information about required texts for each course on CourseWorks (including ISBN or author, title, publisher, copyright date, and price), which can be viewed by students. A number of cost-free or low-cost methods for accessing some types of courses texts are detailed on the Barnard Library Textbook Affordability guide. Undergraduate students who identify as first-generation and/or low-income students may check out items from the FLI lending libraries in the Barnard Library and in Butler Library for an entire semester. Students may also consult with their professors, the Dean of Studies, and the Financial Aid Office about additional affordable alternatives for having access to course texts. Visit the guide and talk to your professors and your librarian for more details.
 


Course Schedule

Week 1: Introductions 

Part 1. The Politics of Identity

Week 2: Rethinking and Unsettling Identity	
· Kwame Anthony Appiah (2018), The Lies That Bind: Rethinking Identity. *Chapter 1, 3
· Rogers Brubaker (2017), Trans: Gender and Race in an Age of Unsettled Identities *Chapter 1, 2 

Week 3: Racial Politics
· Liam Kofi Bright (2023), “White Psychodrama,” Political Philosophy. 
· Juliet Hooker (2023), Black Grief/White Grievance: The Politics of Loss *Introduction-Chapter 3

Week 4: Constructing LGBT Identity
· Zein Murib (2023), Terms of Exclusion: Rightful Citizenship Claims and the Construction of LGBT Political Identity

Part 2. Promises

Week 5: Origins of Identity Politics
· The Combahee River Collective Statement (1977) 
· Cherrie Moraga and Gloria Anzaldua (1981), eds, This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color *Excerpts
· Kimberle Crenshaw (1989), “Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory and Antiracist Doctrine,” University of Chicago Legal Forum, pg. 136–167.
· Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor (2020), “Until Black Women Are Free, None of Us Will Be Free," New Yorker, https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/until-black-women-are-free-none-of-us-will-be-free

Week 6: Queer and Feminist Identity Politics
· Sara Ahmed (2017), Living A Feminist Life. *Introduction, Part I-II
· Cathy Cohen (1997), “Punks, Bulldaggers, and Welfare Queens: The Radical Potential of Queer Politics?”. GLQ, pp. 437–465.

Week 7: The Politics of Recognition
· Michele Lamont (2023), Seeing Others: How Recognition Works — And How It Can Heal a Divided World.
· Research Question Draft Due

Week 8: SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS

Part 3. Perils 

Week 9: The Bogeyman?
· Mark Lila (2016), “The End of Identity Liberalism,” New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/20/opinion/sunday/the-end-of-identity-liberalism.html?_r=0
· Francis Fukuyama (2018), “Against Identity Politics: The New Tribalism and the Crisis of Democracy,” Foreign Affairs, pg 90-114. 
· R.F. Kuang (2023), Yellowface. 
· Tony Tulathimutte (2019), “The Feminist,” n+1 magazine.  

Week 10: Recognition or Redistribution?
· Nancy Fraser and Axel Honneth (2004), Redistribution or Recognition?: A Political–Philosophical Exchange.

Week 11: Injury?
· Wendy Brown (1995), States of Injury: Power and Freedom in Late Modernity *Chapter 3
· Dylan Rodgriguez (2021), “The “Asian exception” and the Scramble for Legibility: Toward an Abolitionist Approach to Anti-Asian Violence,” Society and Space.  https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/the-asian-exception-and-the-scramble-for-legibility-toward-an-abolitionist-approach-to-anti-asian-violence

Week 12: Paper Presentations
· No Readings
· Paper Drafts due at end of week (Sunday) – optional 

Week 13: Elite Capture?
· Olúfẹ́mi O. Táíwò (2023), Elite Capture: How the Powerful Took Over Identity Politics (And Everything Else)
· Enzo Rossi and Olúfẹ́mi O. Táíwò (2020), “What's New About Woke Racial Capitalism (And What Isn't),” Spectre, https://spectrejournal.com/whats-new-about-woke-racial-capitalism-and-what-isnt/

Week 14: Solidarities?
· Bernice Johnson Reagon (1983), “Coalition Politics: Turning the Century.” 
· Elizabeth Rubio (2021), “Black‐Asian Solidarities and the Impasses of “How‐To” Anti‐racisms,” Journal for the Anthropology of North America 24 (1), 16–31.
· Mariame Kaba and Kelly Hayes (2023), “How Much Discomfort Is the Whole World Worth?,” Boston Review, https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/how-much-discomfort-is-the-whole-world-worth

Final Paper Due


