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Sheri Berman





Email: sberman@barnard.edu

Office hours:





Office: 1117 Millstein
Political Science 3xxx
Colloquium on Constructing and Deconstructing States and Nations

Course Description: The course examines the development of states and nations from both historical and comparative perspectives.  It asks why states replaced other forms of political organization (empires, feudalism, warlordism) and why national identities came to replace or dominate other types of identities (religious, ethnic, local) at some times and in some places, but not others.  It explicitly compares the processes of state and nation-building in the past and the contemporary period, drawing on cases from various parts of the world.  The course also considers factors that may be undermining states and nations today. 

Course Requirements:  Students are expected to attend all class sessions, participate actively in discussions, and complete all readings before class.  Missing more than two class sessions without a documented medical or family emergency will result in failure. 
There will be a midterm and a final exam which will review the literature and debates covered to that point.  Students will also prepare two presentations: one will be an independent examination of state or nation/identity development in a country of their choice; the second will analyze the prescriptive literature examined at the end of the course.  Finally, students will meet independently with the professor at the end of the semester for an oral discussion of the themes covered in class and in their presentations.
Grade breakdown:
Midterm: 20% 

Final: 20%

Presentations: 20% + 5%
Class participation: 15%

Independent oral discussion: 20%
Student Learning Objectives: By the end of this course students should be able to

1. Identify key issues and debates in the study of state and nation building.
2. Understand and be able to apply key theories about state and nation building to historical and contemporary cases.  
3. Understand the similarities and differences between the nature of state and nation building in the past and the contemporary period.

4. Gain more in-depth knowledge into the nature of state and/or nation building in a country of their choice. 

5. Understand some challenges facing modern states and national identities today.
6. Better construct and analyze causal arguments about political development.

Course Readings:  Readings will be available via courseworks.
Distributional Requirements and Modes of Thinking:  This is a social science course and can count as a “Thinking through Global Inquiry,” “Thinking about Social Difference,” or “Thinking with Historical Perspective” course for your Modes of Thinking requirements.
Honor Code: This course is held in accordance with the guidelines set out in the Barnard honor code. https://barnard.edu/honor-code
“Approved by the student body in 1912 and updated in 2016, the Code states: We, the students of Barnard College, resolve to uphold the honor of the College by engaging with integrity in all of our academic pursuits. We affirm that academic integrity is the honorable creation and presentation of our own work. We acknowledge that it is our responsibility to seek clarification of proper forms of collaboration and use of academic resources in all assignments or exams. We consider academic integrity to include the proper use and care for all print, electronic, or other academic resources. We will respect the rights of others to engage in pursuit of learning in order to uphold our commitment to honor. We pledge to do all that is in our power to create a spirit of honesty and honor for its own sake.”
Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS): If you anticipate barriers to your academic experience due to a documented disability or emerging health challenge, please contact your instructor and/or the Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS) as early as possible. If you have questions regarding registering a disability or receiving accommodations for the semester, contact CARDS at (212) 854-4634 or cards@barnard.edu. CARDS is located in 101 Altschul Hall. 
Wellness Statement:  It is important for you as undergraduates to recognize and identify the different pressures, burdens, and stressors you may be facing, whether personal, emotional, physical, financial, mental, or academic. As a community, we urge you to prioritize yourself—your health, sanity, and wellness—throughout your career on campus. Sleep, exercise, and eating well are all part of a healthy regimen to cope with stress. Resources exist to support you, and we encourage you to make use of them. Should you have any questions about navigating these resources, please visit these sites: http://barnard.edu/primarycare ▪ https://barnard.edu/about-counseling ▪ https://barnard.edu/TheWellnessSpot/
Week 1 (week of Jan 20): Introduction 
Week 2 (week of Jan 26): Overview of different forms of political organization.
-David Held, “The Development of the Modern State,” pages 56-73, in Stuart Hall et al, eds., Modernity.

-Michael Mann, “The Autonomous Power of the State: its Origins, Mechanisms and Results,” European Journal of Sociology (Archives européennes de sociologie), XXV, 1984, pp. 187-192. 
-Chapter 7, Conner, “A Nation is a Nation, is a State, is an Ethnic Group,” pages 36-43

in Hutchinson and Smith, eds., Nationalism.
(2016) ‘Th edevelopment of state capacity’ inFalleti, Fioretos, and Sheingate, eds.Oxford Handbook of Historical Institutionalism Chapter Tenpp.181-194.
-Please look over:
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/citizenship/
Week 3 (week of Feb 2): State-Building in the Past
-Joseph Strayer, On the Medieval Origins of the Modern State, esp. i.

-Charles Tilly, Coercion, Capital and European States, chaps. 1 and 3.

Week 4 (week of Feb 9): State-Building Today

-Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, “Sovereignty and Underdevelopment: Juridical Statehood and the African Crisis,” Journal of Modern African Studies, 24, 1, 1986.
-Jeffrey Herbst, States and Power in Africa, Intro, chapters. 1 and 9 (esp. 251-257).
-Melissa Lee, Crippling Leviathan: How Foreign Subversion Weakens the State.
-Jeff Herbst and Greg Mills, “The Invisible State,” Foreign Policy, 2013
-Pierre Engelbert, “To Save Africa, Reject its Nations,” NYT, June 12, 2010.

https://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/12/opinion/12englebert.html
-Joshua Keating, “When is a nation not a nation? Somalilands dream of independence.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/jul/20/when-is-a-nation-not-a-nation-somalilands-dream-of-independence?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
Depending on your interests, read one of these as well
-Crawford Young, The African Colonial State in Comparative Perspective, chap.3.
-Hillel Soifer and Dan Slater, “The indigenous inheritance: critical antecedents and state-
building in Latin America and Southeast Asia,” Social Science History, 44, 2 pp. 251-74.

- Schenoni, L.L. (2021), Bringing War Back in: Victory and State Formation in Latin 
America. American Journal of Political Science, 65: 405- 421. 
-Lisa Anderson, “The State and in the Middle East and North Africa,” Comparative 

Politics 1987.

-Sudipta Kaviraj, “A State of Contradictions: the post-colonial State in India,” in

Martin Doornbos and Sudipta Kaviraj, eds., Dynamics of State Formation: Europe
and India Compared (London: Sage, 1998).

Week 5 (week of February 16): Nation-Building in the Past
-Walker Conner, “From Tribe to Nation?” History of European Ideas, 13, 1/2, 1991.

-Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities, esp. pp. 1-46.

-Eugen Weber, Peasants Into Frenchmen: The Modernization of Rural France, 1870- 1914, chapters 1 (pp. 3-12), 6 (pages 67-73, 83-89), 7 (skim), 12 (pages 195-200, 206-209, 218-20), 17, 18, 28 (optional), 29. 
Week 6 (week of February 23): Nation-Building Today
-David Laitin, Identity in Formation, preface and chap 1.

-Mahmood Mamdani, Citizen and Subject, chapter 1, pages 1-12, 16-27 and chapter 8, pages 285-291
-Jerry Muller, “Us and Them.  The Enduring Power of Ethnic Nationalism,” 
Foreign  Affairs, March/April 2008.

Week 7 (week of March 2): In-class essays
Week 8 (week of March 9): States and Identities
-Andreas Wimmer, Nationalist Exclusion and Ethnic Conflict, chapters 1 and 4.

-Andreas Wimmer, Ethnic Boundary Making: Institutions, Power, Networks, chapters 1, 7.

-Edward Miguel, “Tribe or Nation? Nation-Building and Public Goods in Kenya

Vs. Tanzania,” World Politics, 56, April 2004, esp pages 327-339.
- Soifer, H. D. (2016). Regionalism, Ethnic Diversity, and Variation in Public 
Good Provision by National States. Comparative Political Studies, 49(10), 1341-71. 

-Alice Su, “Separatism is no Solution,” AEON December 2018.

https://aeon.co/essays/why-ethnic-separatism-doesnt-work-as-a-solution-to-civil-war
Week of March 16: No class, spring break

Week 9 (week of March 23): National and Communal Identities 

- Henri Tajfel, “experiments in intergroup discrimination” Scientific American 1970.
https://asfranthompson.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/tajfel-1970-experiments-in-intergroup-discrimination.pdf
- “Revisiting Robber’s Cave”: https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/literally-psyched/revisiting-the-robbers-cave-the-easy-spontaneity-of-intergroup-conflict/
-Ryan Enos, “The Causal Effect of Intergroup Contact on Exclusionary Attitudes,”PNAS, March 2014.
-Donald Horowitz, “Democracy in Divided Societies,” Journal of Democracy, 4, 4, 1993.
-Robert Dahl, Polyarchy, pp. 105-121.

-Robert Putnam, “E Plurubis Unim: Diversity and Community in the 21st Century,” 
Scandinavian Political Studies, 30, 2, June 2007.

Week 10 (week of March 30): National vs. Communal Identities?
-Charles Taylor, “The Politics of Recognition,” sections II, IV, and V (the rest is optional).
-Kenan Malik, “The Failure of Multiculturalism,” Foreign Affairs, March/April 2015.

-Francis Fukuyama, “Against Identity Politics,” Foreign Affairs, Sept/Oct. 2018.

-Stacey Abrams, “Identity Politics Strengthens Democracy,” Foreign Affairs, 98, 2, March/April 2019.
Week 11 (April 6): National vs Political Identities?
-Svolik, Milan W. 2019. “Polarization Versus Democracy.” Journal of Democracy 30(3):20-32.

-Various Authors, “Political Sectarianism in America,” Science, 30 Oct 2020 • Vol 370, Issue 6516 

-The Origins and Consequences of Affective Polarization in the United States
Shanto Iyengar, Yphtach Lelkes, Matthew Levendusky, Neil Malhotra, Sean J. Westwood, Annual Review of Political Science 2019 22:1, 129-146

-Lilliana Mason, A Cross-Cutting Calm: How Social Sorting Drives Affective Polarization, Public Opinion Quarterly, Volume 80, Issue S1, 2016, Pages 351–377, https://doi.org/10.1093/poq/nfw001
-“Do you live in a political bubble?”

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/04/30/opinion/politics/bubble-politics.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
-Partisan Segregation

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/03/17/upshot/partisan-segregation-maps.html?action=click&module=Well&pgtype=Homepage&section=Politics
Week 12 (week of April 13): Prescriptions and Solutions (Students pick one of the following)
Choice A
-“Americans, Not Partisans: Can Priming American National Identity Reduce Affective Polarization?” Matthew S. Levendusky, The Journal of Politics 2018 80:1, 59-70
-Joseph Mernyk et al., “Correcting Inaccurate Metaperceptions Reduces Americans’ Support for Partisan Violence,” PNAS, 119, 16, 2022.
- Pasek, M.H., Ankori-Karlinsky, LO., Levy-Vene, A. et al. Misperceptions about out-partisans’ democratic values may erode democracy. Sci Rep 12, 16284 (2022). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-19616-4
Choice B
-Levy M and Myers D, “Racial Projections in Perspective: Public Reactions to Narratives about Rising Diversity,” Perspectives on Politics, 19, 4, 2021.

-English, M., & Kalla, J. (2021, April 23). Racial Equality Frames and Public Policy Support: Survey Experimental Evidence. https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/tdkf3
--Jennifer Richeson, “Not Just Kumbaya: Multiracial Coalitions Yield Pragmatic Results for the Common Good”
https://prospect.org/civil-rights/just-kumbaya-multiracial-coalitions-yield-pragmatic-results-common-good/
-Ryan Enos, “How segregation leads to racist voting by whites”

https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2017/11/28/16707438/social-geography-trump-rise-segregation-psychology-racism
Choice C

-Deliberative Democracy, Twelve Key Findings


https://www.amacad.org/publication/twelve-key-findings-deliberative-democracy-
research
-James Fiskin and Larry Diamond, “This experiment has some great news for our democracy.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/02/opinion/america-one-room-experiment.html
-Levendusky and Stecula, “Why We Need to Talk”

Why Joe Biden's mission to unify America can succeed (usatoday.com)
-Francesca Gino, Julia Minson and Mike Yeomans, “The Right Way to Talk Across Divides.” Scientific American 2020

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-right-way-to-talk-across-divides/
-Citizens Assemblies are Upgrading Democracy

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/citizens-assemblies-are-upgrading-democracy-fair-algorithms-are-part-of-the-program/
Choice D
-Paul Sniderman and Edward Carmines, Reaching Beyond Race (On reserve)
-“Talking About Race and Class”
https://www.vox.com/2020/2/18/21116867/ian-haney-lopez-merge-left-race-class-project-trump-racism-dog-whistles-2020-democrats
Choice E

- Habyarimana,  et al., reply to Muller (week 5), “Better Institutions.”

-How to Save America from Extremism”


https://www.washingtonpost.com/magazine/2022/10/31/ranked-choice-voting-multi-member-house-districts/
-How to Keep Extremists out of Power

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/25/opinion/elections-politics-extremists.html
-Does Fusion Voting offer Voters a way out of the Partisan Morass?

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/21/us/politics/fusion-voting-new-jersey.html
-Can a New Voting System in the U.S. Save Moderates in Congress?

https://www.newsweek.com/us-ranked-choice-voting-help-moderate-candidates-1743781

-The Winner Take All Incentives that Have Racially Polarized America and Led 

To Trump


https://democracysos.substack.com/p/the-winner-take-all-incentives-that
-Weak Parties and Strong Partisanship are a Bad Combination


https://www.vox.com/mischiefs-of-faction/2016/11/3/13512362/weak-parties-strong-partisanship-bad-combination

-From Polarization to Pluralism: Harnessing Parties and Fusion Voting for a 


Healthier Democracy
https://www.newamerica.org/political-reform/briefs/from-polarization-to-pluralism-harnessing-parties-and-fusion-voting-for-a-healthier-democracy/
-“Don’t Despair: Moblize for Institutional Change”

https://edwardbfoley.substack.com/p/dont-despairmobilize-for-institutional
Choice F
-Peter Coleman, The Way Out.  How to Overcome Toxic Polarization, chapters

1-2, 7 and 10 (e book available via library).
Choice G
-Glenn Loury, “Self censorship in public discourse: A theory of ‘political correctness’ and related phenomena.” Rationality and Society, 6, 4, 1994.

-Elisabeth Noelle-Neuman, “The Spiral of Silence: a theory of public opinion,” Journal of Communication, 24, 2, 1974. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/15/us/politics/bob-bauer-looking-back.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
Parker, Victoria & Feinberg, Matthew & Tullett, Alexa & Wilson, Anne. (2021). The Ties that Blind: Misperceptions of the Opponent Fringe and the Miscalibration of Political Contempt. 10.31234/osf.io/cr23g.

https://www.politico.com/news/2025/07/02/polarization-experiment-pennsylvania-deliberative-democracy-00436139
- Talking with the Enemy By Anne Fowler, Nicki Nichols Gamble, Frances X. Hogan, Melissa Kogut, Madeline McCommish, Barbara Thorp

Published in The Boston Globe, Sunday, 28 January 2001, Focus section.
https://www.feminist.com/resources/artspeech/genwom/talkingwith.html
Week 13 (week of April 20): Student Presentations
Week 14 (week of April 27): Student Presentations
