COLLOQUIUM
NON-STATE GOVERNANCE IN CONTEXTS OF CRIME AND CIVIL WAR
BARNARD COLLEGE, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

**Always consult the version of the syllabus on Courseworks 
for the most up to date version**

POLS BC3543 – Fall 2023
Wednesdays / 2:10pm – 4:00pm
Location: TBD
Instructor: Professor Eduardo Moncada (emoncada@barnard.edu)
Instructor Office Hours: Tues., 9:30am – 12:00pm ET by appointment only (see below for instructions)

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The conventional wisdom in both academia and popular media is that settings of intense crime, violence and civil war are anarchic. These settings include city neighborhoods where criminal gangs operate, rural regions where armed insurgencies are based, and remote rural regions replete with valuable natural resources. Scholars and policymakers have long assumed that populations in these settings are helpless in the face of violence, politicians are captured by armed actors, and state institutions are absent, weak and/or corrupt. The only constant here, according to the conventional wisdom, is the Hobbesian nightmare of life as “nasty, brutish and short” where violence is senseless and only the strongest survive. But when we assume that anarchy reigns in settings of crime and civil war we overlook how and why violent non-state actors (VNSAs) bring order to and govern many aspects of everyday life, and the resulting consequences for how states function, develop and decay. Among such VNSAs are rebels, guerrillas, militias, warlords, gangs, vigilantes, and drug trafficking organizations. We often think of these in one-dimensional terms as materially driven actors with a “natural” penchant for violent behavior. But this course explores the different ways that VNSAs govern societies, economies, and politics. Throughout the course we will situate existing research within a broader range of classic and emerging political science research on state-building, institutional development, democracy and citizenship, as well as explore the methodological challenges particular to conducting social science research in settings of violence and insecurity.

The methodological emphasis of the course is comparative analysis. Comparison can take multiple forms, including comparison of two or more different cases, a deep analysis of a single case in explicit conversation with broader theories, and the comparative study of multiple cases using different types of data across both space and time. Whether statistical analysis, qualitative ethnography, or structured comparisons – this course draws on the strengths (and recognizes the limitations) of different social science methodologies in pursuit of a better understanding of the origins, dynamics, and consequences of order and governance forged by VNSAs. The empirical material focuses on criminality and conflict in parts of the Global South as well Europe and the United States. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
This course will introduce you to the key theories, debates, empirical realities, and methodological debates at the intersection between order, governance, states, and VNSAs. While focused on the role of VNSAs in governance,  the course materials and lectures will encourage us to connect this specific issue to broader themes and debates in political science, including things like democracy, citizenship, governance, and elections. Using academic readings, in-depth discussions, and several writing assignments, students will:

1. Critically engage existing theories of order and governance and will identify conceptual, logical, and empirical limitations through both written and oral forms.

2. Develop an empirically grounded understanding of both historical and contemporary trends of order and governance across regions of the world.

3. Draw linkages between theories of order and governance and broader research agendas in political science, including state building, institutions, democracy, citizenship, and development.

4. Gain an understanding of social science research methods being used in the study of violence and insecurity, and their strengths and limitations.

5. Analyze, assess, and present scholarly theories and empirical evidence as part of an original research paper and a related in-class presentation.

COURSE READINGS
The course readings consist primarily of journal articles and book chapters. Unless otherwise noted in the syllabus, all readings are electronically available on the Courseworks website or via Clio (the latter applies mainly to classes when we read several chapters from books available in electronic format).

GRADING STRUCTURE
You can earn a maximum of 100 points in the class. There are no extra credit assignments available. 

· A+: 99 – 100
· A: 93 – 98.99
· A-: 90 – 92.99
· B+: 87 – 89.99
· B: 83 – 86.99
· B-: 80 – 82.99
· C+: 77 – 79.99
· C: 73 – 76.99
· C-: 70 – 72.99
· D: 60 – 69.99
· F: below 60

1. Attendance and Class Participation: Participation entails active engagement in each class. This is assessed based on consistent but also high-quality participation in every class discussion. The quality of participation is measured by contributing both questions and comments that demonstrate careful evaluation of and critical engagement with the readings.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  You can miss one class session without needing to explain why, and this absence will not incur negatively on your attendance or participation grades. Any additional absences will result in the indicated point deduction except for severe medical emergencies that must be communicated to me via email no later than 24 hours before class or 24 hours after class.] 

· There are 10 substantive class sessions in total. Students receive 2 points for attendance and 2 points for participation (4 points per class) (Total possible points = 40 points)
2. Discussion leadership: Each student will serve as a discussion leader either alone or in coordination with another student in the class (depending on final enrollment). We will use a random draw to assign discussion leaders shortly after our first class. The role of the discussion leader is to foster conversation, discussion, and debate in a way that engages the entire class and moves the discussion forward in a productive way. For instructions on how to structure and guide the conversation during your assigned class, see the folder in Courseworks entitled “How to Be a Discussion Leader.” 
· (Total possible points = 10 points)

3. Research Paper: The major assignment for this course is an original research paper of no less than 25 pages and no more than 30 pages (see formatting guidelines in the Research Paper Guide on Courseworks). If this is your “capstone paper,” the page requirement is between 30 and 35 pages (excluding Works Cited, an Appendix, etc.) The objective for each student is to produce a theoretically informed and empirically rigorous analysis that makes an original contribution to the scholarly study of violent non-state governance in settings of crime, war or both. The paper represents a major portion of your final grade, but the points for this assignment are earned throughout the semester via a set of smaller assignments. This approach will help you to start working on your paper early and consistently throughout the semester. Research papers written over time help to sharpen ideas and writing. Breaking up the paper also helps me to provide you with detailed feedback on each section before I receive and evaluate the final version. 

There are five assignments with deadlines that students must satisfy before submitting the final research paper. Please note that I will not grade any individual assignment (including the final paper) unless all the preceding assignments have been submitted. I do this to ensure that you receive as much feedback as possible prior to submitting each assignment and the final paper. The deadlines listed here are final. You can submit materials after the deadline, but they will automatically incur late penalties – with no exceptions other than severe medical emergencies communicated to me via email no later than 24 hours before the assignment is due. I will consider such emergencies on a case by case basis, and students will be required to submit the draft of whatever they have written by that point. The logic here is that you should be working on each section far in advance of the 24 hour period before it is due. Explanations for what is expected in each of the sections of the paper is available on Courseworks under the Assignments tab, as well as in the Research Paper Guide. Please note that each assignment has a component where you will use ChatGPT to help refine your critical thinking and writing (see below on AI Policy).

1.  Research Question
a. Due date: September 29
b. Total possible points = 2 points

2. Literature Review
a. Due date: October 20
b. Total possible points = 2 points


3. Research Design
a. Due date: November 3
b. Total possible points = 2 points 

4. Argument
a. Due date: November 17
b. Total possible points = 2 points

5. Empirical Analysis
a. Due date: December 1
b. Total possible points = 2 points

6. Final version of the research paper
a. Due date: December 15
b. Total possible points = 30 points

4. Research Presentation: The last two classes of the semester will be devoted to individual presentations of the research paper. Detailed instruction on how to format your presentation can be found in the folder titled “How to Present a Research Paper” on Courseworks. 
· Total possible points = 10 points


If you feel that a grade on a component of the research paper is incorrect, you must wait 72 hours from when you receive the graded assignment before requesting that it be re-evaluated. To make this request, send me (via email) a single page typed document (in .doc format only) indicating why you believe that the grade is incorrect. I will not re-evaluate grades if more than 96 hours has passed since the graded assignment was returned to you. Please note that the final grade for the total assignment can increase or decrease once you initiate this process and I re-evaluate it.

LATE POLICY
Any individual research paper assignment submitted after the indicated deadline will immediately be subject to a 1-point deduction. It will then be subject to a 1-point deduction if not submitted within 12 hours of the deadline. There is no exception to the late policy except for severe medical emergencies communicated to me using the schedule and instructions provided above (including submission of all draft work done up until that point).

COURSE LOGISTICS
Class structure: Classes will primarily consist of discussion and debate. Come prepared to talk, debate, and engage with each other over the readings. 

Communication: The most effective way to reach me outside of office hours is via email. It is your responsibility to ensure that you have a Barnard College or Columbia University email in place, that it is linked to your profile on Courseworks, and that you check it daily. I will send regular course notifications, syllabus updates, and other important news via email. I normally respond to emails from students within 24-48 hours, excluding the weekends.

Laptops, Tablets, and Cell Phones: The use of laptops, tablets and cell phones during class is not allowed. You should instead plan to bring printed and marked up copies of all readings to each class, along with a notebook or other paper where you can take notes from our class discussions. This policy reflects a large body of research which finds that, on average, the use of laptops, tablets and cellphones during class negatively impacts learning for both users and classmates due to increased distraction.


Respect and tolerance: This course touches on any number of issues that can provoke strong emotional reactions. I welcome debate and discussion about these issues if contributions to class discussions are a) grounded in the readings/lectures, b) tolerant of diverse viewpoints, and c) are backed by empirical evidence. 

Office Hours: You can make an appointment to meet with me via Zoom here: https://moncada-barnardcolumbia.youcanbook.me/  If you are unable to meet during office hours, email me to discuss alternative dates/times.


WELLNESS STATEMENT
It is important for you to recognize and identify the different pressures, burdens, and stressors you may be facing, whether personal, emotional, physical, financial, mental, or academic. Barnard as a community urges you to make yourself – your own health, sanity, and wellness – your priority throughout this semester and your career here. Sleep, exercise, and eating well can all be a part of a healthy regimen to cope with stress. Resources exist to support you in several sectors of your life, and we encourage you to make use of them. Should you have any questions about navigating these resources, please visit these sites:
· http://barnard.edu/primarycare
· http://barnard.edu/counseling
· http://barnard.edu/wellwoman/about
· Stressbusters Support Network 


DISABILITIES
If you believe you may encounter barriers to the academic environment due to a documented disability or emerging health challenges, please feel free to contact me and/or the Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS). Any student with approved academic accommodations is encouraged to contact me during office hours or via email. If you have questions regarding registering a disability or receiving accommodations for the term, please contact CARDS at (212) 854 4634, cards@barnard.edu, or learn more at barnard.edu/disabilityservices. CARDS is in 101 Altschul Hall.


AI POLICY
Throughout the course you will incorporate ChatGPT into each part of the research paper writing process – specifically, you will use ChatGPT as a “mentor” who will provide feedback draft versions of parts of the research paper. You will receive detailed instructions on when, where and how you can use ChatGPT for these assignments, along with specific instructions for attribution. Outside of these approved uses, ChatGPT and other generative AI software are not permitted and must be specifically approved by the instructor. That is to say, ChatGPT and other generative AI software should not be used for other course requirements, including reading the assigned course materials, preparing questions for discussion leadership, etc. If you have questions about what is permissible pertaining to ChatGPT or other generative AI software at any point in the semester, please reach out to me. Please also note that this policy applies only to my class, and it is your responsibility to check with each instructor if ever you are unsure about what constitutes academic honesty in their class. 



Class 1: Introductions and Logistics
September 6
· Please review the syllabus prior to class.


Class 2: Concepts and Debates: States, Order, and Governance
September 13
· Tilly, Charles. “War Making and State Making as Organized Crime.” In Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol (eds.), Bringing the State Back In. Cambridge University Press, 1985, 169-91. 

· Arjona, Ana. "Wartime institutions: a research agenda." Journal of Conflict Resolution 58, no. 8 (2014): 1360-1389.

· Lessing, Benjamin. "Conceptualizing Criminal Governance." Perspectives on Politics (2020): 1-20.


Class 3: Uneven State Governance
September 20
· O'Donnell, Guillermo. "On the state, democratization and some conceptual problems: A Latin American view with glances at some postcommunist countries." World Development 21, no. 8 (1993): 1355-1369.

· Boone, Catherine. "Territorial politics and the reach of the state: unevenness by design." Revista de Ciencia Política 32, no. 3 (2019): 623-641.

· Jaffe, Rivke. "The hybrid state: Crime and citizenship in urban Jamaica." American Ethnologist 40, no. 4 (2013): 734-748.

· Grossman, Shelby. "The politics of order in informal markets: Evidence from Lagos." World Politics 72, no. 1 (2020): 47-79.


Class 4: When and Why Do Criminal Actors Govern?
September 27

· Gambetta, Diego. 1996. The Sicilian Mafia: The Business of Private Protection. Harvard University Press.
· Introduction and Chapter 1 

· Varese, Federico. "Is Sicily the future of Russia? Private protection and the rise of the Russian Mafia." European Journal of Sociology/Archives Européennes de Sociologie 35, no. 2 (1994): 224-258.

· Trejo, Guillermo, and Sandra Ley. Votes, Drugs, and Violence: The Political Logic of Criminal Wars in Mexico. Cambridge University Press, 2020.
· Chapters 1, 2 and 3 (available electronically via Clio)

Class 5: Explaining the Nature of Rebel Governance
October 4
· Wood, Elisabeth Jean. "The ethical challenges of field research in conflict zones." Qualitative sociology 29 (2006): 373-386.

· Kalyvas, Stathis N. "Wanton and senseless? The logic of massacres in Algeria." Rationality and Society 11, no. 3 (1999): 243-285. 
· Note: Read only through page 270. 

· Weinstein, Jeremy M. "Resources and the information problem in rebel recruitment." Journal of Conflict Resolution 49, no. 4 (2005): 598-624.

· Giri, Keshab. "Rebel Governance of Marriage and Sexuality: An Intersectional Approach." International Studies Quarterly67, no. 2 (2023).



Class 6:  Explaining the Nature of Criminal Governance
October 11
· Thaler, Kai M. "Reflexivity and temporality in researching violent settings: Problems with the replicability and transparency regime." Geopolitics 26, no. 1 (2021): 18-44.

· Magaloni, Beatriz, Edgar Franco-Vivanco, and Vanessa Melo. "Killing in the Slums: Social Order, Criminal Governance, and Police Violence in Rio de Janeiro." American Political Science Review 114, no. 2 (2020): 552-572.

· Venkatesh, Sudhir Alladi. "The social organization of street gang activity in an urban ghetto." American Journal of Sociology 103, no. 1 (1997): 82-111.

· Barnes, Nicholas. "The logic of criminal territorial control: military intervention in Rio de Janeiro." Comparative Political Studies 55, no. 5 (2022): 789-831. (Be certain to also read the Appendix.)



Class 7: Relations between Criminals and States 
October 18
· Snyder, Richard, and Angelica Duran-Martinez. "Does illegality breed violence? Drug trafficking and state-sponsored protection rackets." Crime, law and social change 52 (2009): 253-273.

· Lessing, Benjamin. "Logics of violence in criminal war." Journal of Conflict Resolution 59, no. 8 (2015): 1486-1516.


· Cruz, José Miguel, and Angélica Durán-Martínez. "Hiding violence to deal with the state: Criminal pacts in El Salvador and Medellin." Journal of Peace Research 53, no. 2 (2016): 197-210.


Class 8: Leveraging Crime: Political Parties and Elections
October 25

· Holland, Alisha C. "Right on Crime? Conservative Party Politics and "Mano Dura" Policies in El Salvador." Latin American Research Review (2013): 44-67.

· Beckett, Katherine. "Setting the public agenda: “Street crime” and drug use in American politics." Social Problems 41, no. 3 (1994): 425-447.

· Ravanilla, Nico, Renard Sexton, and Dotan Haim. "Deadly populism: How local political outsiders drive Duterte’s war on drugs in the Philippines." The Journal of Politics 84, no. 2 (2022): 1035-1056.

Class 9: Collective Action in the Face of Violent Non-State Actors
November 1 

Note: Class will likely be virtual due to instructor’s participation in a conference abroad.

· Wood, Elisabeth Jean. "The social processes of civil war: The wartime transformation of social networks." Annu. Rev. Polit. Sci. 11 (2008): 539-561.

· Fahlberg, Anjuli N. "Rethinking Favela governance: Non-violent politics in Rio de Janeiro’s gang territories." Politics & Society 46, no. 4 (2018): 485-512.

· Blume, Laura Ross. "Narco Robin Hoods: Community support for illicit economies and violence in rural Central America." World Development 143 (2021): 105464.

· Moncada, Eduardo. “The Political Economy of Collective Vigilantism: Comparative Evidence from Mexico.” Comparative Politics.



Class 10: Political Consequences of Crime: Citizens’ Voting & Policy Preferences
November 8

· Hoover Green, Amelia, and Dara Kay Cohen. "Centering human subjects: The ethics of “desk research” on political violence." Journal of Global Security Studies 6, no. 2 (2021).

· Ley, Sandra. "To vote or not to vote: how criminal violence shapes electoral participation." Journal of Conflict Resolution 62, no. 9 (2018): 1963-1990.

· Laterzo, Isabel G. "Progressive Ideology and Support for Punitive Crime Policy: Evidence from Argentina and Brazil." Comparative Political Studies (2023): 00104140231193011.

· Daly, Sarah Zukerman. "Voting for victors: why violent actors win postwar elections." World Politics 71, no. 4 (2019): 747-805.


Class 11: Political Consequences of Crime and Violence for Non-Electoral Politics
November 15

· Blattman, Christopher. "From violence to voting: War and political participation in Uganda." American political Science review 103, no. 2 (2009): 231-247.

· Berman, Chantal, Killian Clarke, and Rima Majed. "From Victims to Dissidents: Legacies of Violence and Popular Mobilization in Iraq (2003–2018)." American Political Science Review (2023): 1-22.

· Desmond, Matthew, Andrew V. Papachristos, and David S. Kirk. "Police violence and citizen crime reporting in the black community." American sociological review 81, no. 5 (2016): 857-876.

· Weaver, Vesla M., and Amy E. Lerman. "Political consequences of the carceral state." American Political Science Review 104, no. 4 (2010): 817-833.




**NO CLASS NOVEMBER 22 – UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY**


Class 12: Student Research Paper Presentations I
November 29


Class 13: Student Research Paper Presentations II
December 6




1

